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Sepsis killed our son, a tragedy beyond comprehension.
A message from the Founders:
On April 1, 2012, at 6:29 pm, our 12-year-old son, Rory Staunton, died from
undiagnosed, untreated and preventable sepsis. The medical community to whom
we had entrusted his care missed every symptom. Until our son's death we had
never heard the word "sepsis". We later learned it kills more than
250,000 Americans every year.
Despite our intense grief, we knew our son would have wanted us to do all in
our power to spare others his fate. To honor Rory's life, we founded the Rory
Staunton Foundation for Sepsis Prevention.
Since then, we have stopped at nothing to achieve change. We knocked on the doors of New York’s Governor and
Health Commissioner and in 2013, Governor Andrew Cuomo signed Rory's Regulations into law, along with a
Parents’ Bill of Rights. The regulations mandate that every hospital in the state must establish sepsis protocols,
making New York State the first in the nation to create enforceable actions when sepsis could be present. Today,
Rory's Regulations have saved thousands of lives. The data gathered from the protocols have advanced sepsis
research and policy and been published in numerous peer-reviewed journals.
We began an intensive campaign to educate the public about the dangers and signs of sepsis. We painfully relived
the details of Rory's death on the TODAY Show, Dr. Oz and a host of media outlets and were featured in People
Magazine with over 44 million readers. The New York Times article regarding Rory's death became its most shared.
We have advocated for change at the federal and state levels, speaking in the chambers of the United States
Senate and successfully compelling the CDC to declare sepsis "a national emergency” and to include sepsis
information on their website. Our foundation developed sepsis education modules endorsed and promoted by
the American Federation of Teachers and we created public services announcements viewed by millions. Through
our National Family Council on Sepsis we have addressed doctors, nurses, and industry specialists, urging them to
be vigilant in the hunt for sepsis. We do all this knowing it will never bring our Rory back, but with the belief that
our work is saving lives.
This has been a decade of action and advocacy–but we are far from the finish line and there is still much to be
done. While many states are adopting the Rory's Regulations model, many more are mired in inaction and too
many Americans are still unaware of the threat of sepsis. Our goal is to end sepsis and we will not stop until sepsis
is known and understood throughout the world–in Rory's name and in the name of so many we have learned to
love and mourn on this journey.
To all who have supported our work over the past decade, we thank you from the bottom of our hearts. You have
inspired and strengthened us and made this progress possible.

Ciaran & Orlaith Staunton
Rory's Parents & Co-Founders

Want to join the fight against sepsis?
Contact us to get involved:
info@rorystauntonfoundation.org
www.rorystauntonfoundation.org

